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was King Henry and all the Kings and Queens of this realm heretofore
and all our ancestors were traitors, for they maintained the same."

Ostensibly the Blessed Robert Johnson died for being, as was alleged,
privy to the much advertised " Rheims and Rome Conspiracy/' a plot
which only had existence in the minds of the English Privy Council,
but which was much flourished about at this time to divert the attention
of the masses from the fact that the Catholic priests who died at Tyburn,
died for the Key-stone article of the Catholic religion and for nothing
more. The " Plot," which was supposed to have for its object the murder
of the Queen, was always repudiated by the condemned, many of whom
were able to prove by witnesses that they were actually in this country
when they were asserted to be abroad and deep in the " Conspiracy/'
The " Plot," however, long served its purpose, in blinding the vulgar to
the real point at issue, and in helping to raise up that wall of prejudice which
has ever since been one of the chief barriers against the return of the
people of this country to the faith of their forefathers.
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SHERT, THE BLESSED JOHN, PRIEST, MARTYR
(?-i58a)
CHARLES DODD (Huon TOOTELL) in his Church History of England, states
that the Blessed John Shert was born at Shert Hall, near Macclesfield. He
took the B.A. degree from Brasenose College, Oxford, iyth January, 1567,
and then became a schoolmaster in London, where he was celebrated for
his excellent method of teaching. As a clever " coach," he seems to have
flourished exceedingly, and might have made a small fortune out of
pedagogy, but gave up all to go to Douay to study for the priesthood*
For a time, however, he was secretary to Thomas Stapleton, D.D., Professor
of Divinity at Douay University, and a theologian termed by Wood " the
most learned Roman Catholic of all his time." Such a post under such a
scholar, must have been a liberal education in itself. He was enrolled a
student at the College (Douay), January, 1576, but made a short stay ia
England that year, apparently for the purpose of bringing back two
students to the College, and then on 9th November, left for Rome, to be
one of the number of six students who began the " Roll " of the " Vener-
abile." The College was at first housed in the old Hospitium of tna
English pilgrims, and the names of the historic first students ares
John Shert (Subdeacon).             Thomas Bell.
John Askew,                              John Mush.
John Gore,                                 William Low.
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